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Introduction

�Approximately 80,000 forklift related accidents 
happen each year in the U.S.A.

�Out of these accidents, over 100 people will loose 
their life. 

� Improper and/or no training was found to be the 
root cause of accidents.

� In an effort to reduce forklift related accidents, 
mandatory training laws went into effect March of 
1999. 



Causes of Accidents
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Stability

Since tip-over is the leading cause of accidents 

and deaths, understanding the stability principles 

of a lift truck is the most important part of any 

forklift training program.



Center Of Gravity

� All forklifts have 3 point 

suspension.

� The center of gravity of an 

unloaded lift truck is 

located just below the 

operator compartment. 

� The center of gravity will 

move forward if an 

attachment, such as a 

carton clamp, is installed 

on the lift truck.



Mast Chains

� Environmental 
conditions will 
determine how often the 
chains should be 
lubricated.

� Environmental 
conditions, lack of 
lubrication and the 
constant handling of 
capacity loads will 
reduce the life of a lift 
chain.



Pre-Shift Inspections

� Must be preformed at the beginning of 

each shift.

� Serves a two part function to the 

operator:

1) Identifies damage

2) Ensures the unit is in a safe operating 

condition.

� Remove any debris that is wrapped 

around the drive axle. (banding materials, 

shrink wrap, or string)  



Safety Checklist - Propane



Dock Safety

� The operator is responsible 

for ensuring the trailer is 

properly secured before 

entering with a lift truck.

� The brakes must be set and 

wheel chocks put in place to 

prevent movement of the 

trailer while loading or 

unloading.



Propane Fuel Safety
� No Smoking.

� Wear Eye Protection.

� Wear Hand Protection.

� Propane fuel boils at minus 44 degrees.

� Follow the proper procedures when changing 
LP tanks.



Batteries

An industrial battery is a series of individual cells 

joined together by lead connectors.  Each cell is 

filled with a solution of sulfuric acid and water 

which is called electrolyte.  

Cells have positive charged lead plates and negative 

charged lead plates.  The negative plates are called 

“sponge plates”. 



ProLift Industrial 

Equipment Co.

We represent only the best brands in the material handling 

industry, and supplies the best service available to create a 

mutually beneficial relationship with you, our customer.  

When it comes to material handling equipment, service, 

rental, parts, and operator safety training, you can count 

on us to do “The Right Thing.” We’ve been doing it for 

over 25 years.


